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I. HISTORY OF THE CASE

Two Huntsville Mill Girls Hobo to Chattanocoza

On March 24, 1931, two mill girls from Huntsville in Madison
County, northern Alabama, dressed up in overalls and hoboed their
way by freight train to Chattancoga, Tenn., about 97 miles away.
The older of the two, Victoria Price, wino said she was born in
Fayettesville, Tenn. and gave aer age as 21, planned the trip,
urgigg the younger one, Ruby Bates, 17 years old, to go with her.

All that is known so far of thisg trip is what Victoria Price
later told concerning it on the witness stand. o check on tae
truth of her story was made at the trial. According to this story,
the two girls arrived in Chattancoga late Tuesday, Harch 34, and
went to spend the nizht at the home of Mrs. Calive Brochie, who
lived, according to Victoria, several blocks off Market Street on
North Seventh. Victoria se 1d she d4id not know the number of the
house, but found the place by asklnc a bov on the street where
Mrs. Brochie lived. He pointed it out to the two girls, she said,
and all she could say was that it wasz the fourth house in the block.

" A thorough investigation o the neighborhood later Ly the
attorney for the defense failed to discowver either Mrs. Brochie or
the house she was said to live in.

The Return %o Hunitsville

As the story of Victoria Price goes, the two girls spent the
night with Mrs. Brochie, and set out the next morning with her to
look for work in the mills. Victoria was not clear in her trial
testimony as to the nuwmber and location of these mills where she
sald they tried to get work. Finding no jobs open, they decided
to return home to Huntsville. This was.around ten o'clock on the
morning of March 25. Boarding an oil tanker at first, they later
climbed over into a gondala, or open-topped freight car used for
carrying gravel. The car was partly filled with gravel. Here they
met seven white boys and began talking to them. Ruby declared in a
prlvate interview later than she did not speak to them dut stayed
in one end of the car by herself, while Victoria was talking, laugh-
ing and singing with the white DOYS in the other end of the car.
Victoria, bowever said that both she and Ruby had talked to the
Loys. —
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As the freight neared Stevenson, less than half the way to
Huntsville, Victoria testified that 13 Wegroes climbed 1into the gon-
dola in which the two girls were riding with the seven white youths.
walking over the top of a box car in front and jumping into the gou-
dola. Ruby said in a personal interview later that she did not
know how many coclored boys were in the crowd. She said she was too
frightened to count them. The Negroes gave the number of their
gang as 15. Victoria maintained emphatically that there were 12.

The Alleged Rape

According to Victoria's testimony, a Negro identified at the
trial as Charlie Wecms, came first waving a pistol, followed by the
others in the crowd. A mile or two past Stevenson, Victoria said
that the Negroes began fighting with the white boys, shouting "un-
load, you white sons-—of-titches" and forcing the white boys to jump
from the freight which was moving at a fast rate of speed. One of
the white boys, Orvil Gilley, who said he was afraid to jump for
fear he would be killed, was allowed by the Negross to remain. One
of the Negroes testified that he pulled Gilley back upon the car as
he was hanging over the edge Tfor fear he might fall between the cars
and be killed. The local papers reporting the trial, however,
claimed that he was forced to remain out of viciousness to witness
the alleged assault.

Victoria's story continued that while the freight was moving
rapidly between Stevenson and Paint Rock, a distance of approximate-
1y 38 miles, the Negroes having driven the seven walte boys from
the train, attacked the two girls. Victoria Price testified that
six raped her and six, Ruby Bates. Three of the ones who attacked
Ruby got off before the train stopped at Paint Rock, Victoria said.
She alleged that Charlie Weems was the leader and carried a pistol,
but that Clarence Norris was the first one to attack her. He was
followed by four others who took turns holding her, she claimed,
and then the leader, Weems, as the last one, was in the process of
raping her when the train stopped at Paint Rock and the Negroes
were captured by the posse who had been notified by telegraph from
Stevenson that the Negroes were on the train.

The white gang, after having been put off the train, had in-
formed the station master at Stevenson that the Negroes and the two
white girls were on the freight. The station agent telegraphed
ahead to Scottsboro, a station about 18 miles west of Stevenson, to
have the train stopped, but the freight had already passed there,
so Paint Rock, some 30 miles farther, was notified by telegraph.

Here nine of the Negroes were seized by an armed posse of
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officers and men. The other Negroes had left the train before it
arrived at Paint Rock and nothing more has been heard from them.

A report appeared in the press some days after the trial that two
Negroes were captured and an attempt made to identify them as mem-
bers of the crowd of nine Negroes in the Scottsboro case. Nothing
more was saild about it, so the attempt apparently fell through.

Plaugibility of the Charges Questioned

The International Labor Defense, which had representatives on
the scene at the time of the trial in Scottsboro, and whose attor-
ney, George Chamlee, of Chattanooga, later made investigations of
various phases of the case not brought out at the trial, claims
that when the two girls were taken Irom the train at Paint Rock,
they made no charges against the Negroes, until after they were
taken into custody; that their charges were made after they had
found out the spirit of the armed men that came to meet the train
and catch the Negroes, and that they were swept into making their
wholesale accusation againgt the Negrces merely by assenting to the
charges as presented by the men who seized the nine Negroes.

There is no way of proving this conclusively, but from the in-
terview I had with the two girls separately several weeks after the
trial, I would say that there is a strong possibility of truth in
this statement. The talk with Victoria Price, particularly, con-
vinced me that she was the type who welcomes attention and publicity
at any price. The price in this case meant little to her, as she
has no notions of shame connected with sexual intercourse in any
form and was quite unbothered in alleging that she went through
such an experience as the charges against the nine Negro lads imply.
Having been in direct contact from the cradle with the ingtitution
of prostitution as a side-line necessary to make the meager wages
of a mill worker pay the rent and buy the groceries, she has no
feeling of revulsion against promiscuous sexual intercourse such as
women of easier lives might suffer. It is very much a matter of the
ordinary routine of 1life to her, known in both Huntsville and Chat-
tanooga as a prostitute herself.

The younger girl, Ruby Bates, found herself from the beginning

pushed into the background by the more bubbling, pert personality

of Victoria. e was given little chance to do anything but follow
the lead of Victoria, so much quicker and garrulous. When I talked
with her alone she showed resentment against the position into which
Victoria had forced her, but did not secm to know what to do except
to keep silent and let Victoria do the talking. The general opinion
of the authorities at the trial was that Ruby was slow and stupid,
but that Victoria was a shrewd young woman whose testimony amounted
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to something because she zot the point at once cf what was needed to
hurry the trial through so that senteunce of death could be pronounced
quickly, From my tallkks with Judge Hawkins, who presided at the trial;
with Dr. Bridges who examined the girls, znd with other officials,

I believe any unbiased person would have to come to the conclusion
that this was the basis of their judament of the two girls as witnes-
ses.

After theilr arrest on ilarch 25, the nine negroes were taken to
Gadsden, Ala. to be held in jail there until the day of their trial.
On March 30, they made a quick trip to Scottsboro and back under
armed guard, for arraignment before a special session of the grand
jury. Judge A. E. Hawkins of the circuit court, set the date of trial
as April s, :

‘The Trial

Abbut 5.45 in the morning on April 6, a picked detachment of
the 167th infantry under ilaicr Joe Stearnes, made up of 118 members
of five national guard companies of Gadsden, Albertville and Gunters-
ville, Alahana, Brought the nine negroes from Gadsden and locked
"them in the county jJail at Scottsboro until the hour of their trial,
Peéple from surrounding counties and states began arrivinc by car and
train with the coming of dawn. Thousands had gathered b “he time
the trial opened at 8.30 o'clock. By ten o'clock it was ~stimated
that a crowd of 8,000 to 10,000 swarmed in the narrow village streets
of the little county seat of Scottsboro, packing the outside rim of
the Square around the Courthouse with a sollid mass of humanity. Arm~
ed soldiers formed a picket line to keep the mass of people out of
the Square, and no one was admitted into the Courthouse without a
special pérmit.

& Lvnching Spirit

Officials and residents of Scottsboro maintained that the crowd
was péaceful and showed no evidence of lynching spirit. 1Mrs. Ben
Davis, local reporter for the Chattanooga Times, wrote that the crowd
was "curious not furious" and was so pleased with her phrase that
she continued tc repeat it innumerable times when interviewed. Judge
Hawkins, Dr. Bridges, Hamlin Caldwell, the court stenographer;
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Sheriff Wann and many others were emphatic t
the crowd had poured into Scottsboro in the sni
circus and wanted to sco tho sher. bubt ver 1y
toward the defendants.

neir statements thet
rit of going to a
nout na1101ous intent
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Chance conversation with resi
tend to substantiate this view of
S
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lents of the tomn, however, did not
€ o ;1c1als. kind-faced, eldecr-~
road station, for instance, saild
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ly woman selling tWCketS at the rz
to me that if they re-triecd the I cs in Scottsboro, she hoped they
would leavc the soldisrs home next me. Vhen I asked why, shc re-
nlied that next time thew would finish off those “black ficnds" and
save the bothcer of a second trial. Then she told me a lurid story

of the mistrcatment suffecred by the two white gilirls at the hands of
those "horriblec black drutes', cne of whom had had her breast chevwed
cff v one of the Negroes,
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When I called to hor attention thot the doctor's tostimony for
the prosecution was to the effect that ncither of the girls showed
signs of any rcugh Lgndling on their bodies, 1t made no impression
upon her. Her faith in her at wociuv Suor" whicn had been told to her
"oy one who ought to know
en.

If, as the town authorities claimed, there was no lynching s»niritg,
or Stearnses, in charge cf the soldlers called to Scottsboro, cer-
nly did not go on thiz supposition., The town looked like an armed
p in war timc. Lrmed scldiers were on guard both inside ahd out-
e the ccurt nhus,, and hefore Court onened, the HMNoior gave orders
have persons in attendance ot the trial searched.

n Four 3Scporate Cases
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The defensc did nct ¢
all nine negroes tricd ~
they be tried in four senaorat
the oldest of the boys werc c:
Yorris, of llolinz, JGecrsgilc,
Piedment ~venue, Atlanta, Go.,
lected for the initinl trial,

ut was willing to have
256, hovever, deuwrnded that
or the first case, twn of
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The chief witness for the State was the older of the two girls,
Victoria Pricec, whe +cld chc storvy of the trip to Chattanooga and
back frem Huntsv1]1 as given wrevicusly. She did it with such
gusto, snap and wise- cr;cxs that the courtroom was often in a roor
of laughter, Her flip reuo”ts to the attornev for the defense,
Steven Roddy, espccin 117 caused amuscrment. The sentiment of the
courtroom was with her, she know it and playcd up te it, as can Do
secn by the rccord of tho trial testimony.

The other girl, Ruby 3ntes, was fcund by the prosccution to be
a 'weal witness“, os I was told scveral timcs b officials proscnt
a2t t%p trial The white youth, Orvil Gilley, who romained on the
train with tno girls, also was considored stupid and slow-writted.
The Gilley boy came from Albertville, a small village o short dis-




















































